How to do a literature review - transcript

Slide 1: Soyou have been askedtodo a literature review and you may have an idea of what thisis and just need
confirmation or perhapsyou have no clue, you are inthe right place. You can pause, rewind and fast forward or stop
at any point. Inorderto be active inyourlearning, itisrecommended that you take notes during this presentation.

Slide 2: You may have been given atopicto study or you may have chosen one yourself and you have been asked to
do a literature review. A literature review is a thorough examination of existing research already out there, about
your topic. Itallows you to use this research as evidence to support yourassignment. It makes you familiar with
currentideas and scientifictheories and importantly, itallows youto understand whereyourresearch and studies fit
inwith all of this.

Slide 3: You may be thinking, what’s the point, afterall, you conduct research when you do an assignmentanyway,
why do you needto write aboutit, just seems like more work. Well doing aliterature review allows you to be much
more thoroughinyour research and promotes abetterunderstanding. It allows you to compare and contrast the
differenttheories and viewpoints outthere, itenables you to group authors togetheraccordingto theiropinionsand
conclusions, itallows youto definethe problemyou wish to investigate butalso limit this problem so yourresearch
istargeted, itensures unnecessary duplication by researching something that has already been done and lastly it
highlights any promising research methods that you could use.

Slide 4: You need to start by looking at the problem you are trying to solve, analyse your question and think about
any subtopics there may be.

Slide 5: Let’s look at this example, hereyou can see we have taken the question and thoughtabout the possible
subtopics there might be, you can do the same with yourassignment.

Slide 6: Itis importantto be critical when conducting your literature review. If you are unsure on how to be critical,
pause this presentation and head overtothe one on beingcritical. IF you have already done that, rememberthe
following, make notes, give your opinion and keep arecord.

Slide 7: Sohow does a literature review look? Just like an essay, the introduction needs to be clear and concise, you
may have been given aspecificword count forthis so always check. This should provide the reader with an outline of
the problemto be addressed and defineany key or specialist terms. Your main body must form linkages between
your own arguments and the evidence you have selected to review followed by asummary of each section. Start
with the wider concepts and narrow this to those that most closely match yourresearch, thisthen providesthe
evidence you need. Itisimportant not to leave out viewpoints that disagree with yours as this can reduce the
credibility of your work. You should always come to a conclusion based on yourresearch, this should summarisethe
current state of research in this particulararea, highlightany gaps where furtherstudyis needed and suggest how
your research will aim to address these gaps.

Your review should be written in formal, academicstyle. If thisis something you are unsure of, pause this

presentation and head overtothe presentation on beingclear and correct. Lastly don’tforget to reference usingthe
correct style.

Slide 8: Here is a checklist you may wish to use when selecting the sources foryourliterature review. Feel freeto
pause here and make a note of these.

Slide 9: And anotherchecklistfor beingcritical and interpreting evidence. Feelfree to pause at this pointalsoto

make notes. If you require furthersupport with this, please do not hesitate to contact your AcademicSkills Tutors,
you will be asked what you have already attempted so do have a go first, you may surprise yourself.



